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Inclusion!!!

The word that seems scary to many…but is very simple really.
“For me, inclusion is about a community where everyone is recognised for their differences and everyone is recognised as belonging – not only in our schools, but in our communities.” Dr Joseph Petner, Educator
A confused mind will always say NO – and a lot of people are confused about inclusion – what is right, what is wrong, what if I say something that offends someone, maybe I should just ignore it and it will go, it is someone else’s job to ‘do’ inclusion.
It is ok to be confused and we can’t tell you everything about every special need or disability in this one page and you shouldn’t need to know everything about every additional need. The best thing to know is this – every person is exactly that….a person, an individual with their own likes and dislikes, their own strengths and weaknesses, their own mind, their own opinions and their own way of living their own life….regardless of whether they have a special need or disability.
If somebody has an additional need – don’t look for what they can’t do and make your own assumptions – just communicate with that person and find out what their needs are. Find out what language he/she is comfortable with, find out if he/she would like any support (remember: he/she may not need any.) See everyone’s ability first and not their disability.

“In the case of disability, people are excluded not because of their impairments but by the way society fails to meet their needs.” Ken Black Inclusion Specialist 

The social model of disability recognises that although some individuals have physical or psychological differences which can affect their lives, it is society’s reaction to these differences that disables people by failing to meet their needs. It is the barriers that we as a society put up that result in people being excluded. For example, if a wheelchair-user goes to a shop that has a ramp and staff with a positive attitude – this is inclusive. The social model separates a person’s impairment from the barriers they face. 
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